Worksheet E: Final evaluation of thesis and defense by Research Supervisors 

To be completed by student
Student’s name _____________________________________________ Date _______________

Thesis title ____________________________________________________________________

Research Supervisor _____________________________________________________________

To be completed by Research Supervisor

	
	No (inadequate)
	Somewhat

(adequate)
	Yes

(excellent)

	1. Is the writing appropriate for the target audience?
	
	
	

	2. Does the thesis make a compelling argument for the significance of the student’s research within the context of the current literature? 
	
	
	

	3. Does the thesis clearly articulate the student’s research goals?
	
	
	

	4. Does the thesis skillfully interpret the results?
	
	
	

	5. Is there a compelling discussion of the implications of findings? 
	
	
	

	6. Is the thesis clearly organized?
	
	
	

	7. Is the thesis free of writing errors?
	
	
	

	8. Are the citations presented consistently and professionally throughout the text and in the list of works cited?
	
	
	

	9. Are the tables and figures clear, effective, and informative?
	
	
	

	10. Does the thesis represent the student’s original scientific research? 
	
	
	

	11. Is the literature review accurate and complete? 
	
	
	

	12. Are the methods appropriate, given the student’s research agenda? 
	
	
	

	13. Is the data analysis appropriate, accurate and unbiased? 
	
	
	

	14. Was the defense presentation well organized and complete?
	
	
	

	15. Did the student demonstrate full understanding of the research and its context at the defense?
	
	
	

	16. Was the defense presentation delivered for effective communication?
	
	
	


I nominate this thesis for:

	____ Honors
	For a thesis to be considered for the award of Honors, the student must have demonstrated proficiency in scientific research, as demonstrated by: 

· An original, independent, and substantive research question,

· Care in data collection and analysis,

and have produced a written thesis that achieves the following:

· Is written to a broad audience of physicists (rather than only specialists in the field of research), 
· Situates the research in the appropriate scientific context, 

· Explicitly interprets results in relation to the hypothesis, 

· Discusses inconsistencies, uncertainties, or limitations of the results, and 
· Is coherent, reasonably free of errors, and otherwise professionally presented. 
· A thesis defense demonstrating good understanding of thesis content and context and effective communication skills.


	____ High Honors
	For a thesis to be considered for the award of High Honors, the thesis must meet all the criteria for the award of Honors. In addition, the student must have demonstrated an exceptional ability to conduct scientific research, as demonstrated by: 

· Scientific innovation, insight, or creativity, OR

· Exceptional care in data collection or analysis, 

AND have produced a thesis that is compelling and well-written and have defended it proficiently.


	____ Disqualified for Honors
	A thesis should not be nominated for honors if it does not meet the standards outlined above. 
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